
Sketchbook Assignments --- 8th Grade Art 

 

 

Your sketchbook is a place to experiment, test ideas and simply 

have fun. You will be assigned sketchbook activities weekly, but I 

encourage you to also draw on your own. You can use your sketchbook 

to write down your thoughts as well. It’s your visual journal. Please number 

and label your assignments. 

 

Sketchbooks will be collected twice by Mr. M - Friday, March 28 and 

Friday, May 23. Sketchbooks late one day will lose 10% of grade and 

sketchbooks late two days will lose 25% of grade. Keep on schedule or 

finish ‘em early!  

 

 

1.) Two Observational Foot Drawings – 2/3-2/7 

  

Take your shoes off and plop yourself down in your favorite chair for our 

very first sketchbook assignment. I want you to look at your bare foot - no 

socks or shoes – and do a line drawing. Then position your foot differently 

and repeat. These two drawings should be done on two different sheets 

of paper. It should take you between 10-30 minutes. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

2.) Profile Practice – 2/10-2/14 

  

This week I want you to draw a profile view of someone’s face. It can be a 

family member, someone in a magazine, ANYONE. After you have your 

outline, add facial features and include some shading. Spend at least 20 

minutes on this drawing.  

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

3.) Crumpled Paper – 2/17-2/21 

 

We've done shading in class but let’s not forget about it yet! I want you to 

continue to practice this skill and increase detail in your drawings. SO, this 

week I want you to simply crumple up a piece of paper, then do a value 

drawing of it from observation.  This is very good practice for noticing 

detail and subtle shades. Have patience and work slowly - putting a 

spotlight on your crumpled paper will help you get strong values.   



 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

4.) Mighty Morph – 2/24-2/28 

 

So far we have been doing a lot of realistic drawing and observation. This 

week we are going to add a twist to the process while still focusing on 

drawing skills. I want you to pick two figures or objects you find interesting, 

then combine or morph them together. You can start at one end of the 

page and transform one into the other, or come up with your own way of 

combining. This exercise relies on both your drawing skills and your 

imagination. Include COLOR. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

5.) Aesthetics – 3/3-3/7 

  

Weird word, right!? "Aesthetics" is the study and judgment of visual art. In 

art class, we don't always just create something and then move right on 

to the next project. We take time to look at what has been produced, talk 

about strengths and weaknesses, and share our thoughts with others. 

 

This week I want to print off an artwork that means a lot to you. It can be a 

sculpture, painting, drawing, even a song or movie - any work of art that 

you find interesting. Print off an image (let me know if you aren't able to 

print from home), tape or glue it into your sketchbook. Then, on the same 

page (or the back of the page) I want to write a paragraph 5 -10 

sentences long. This paragraph should describe different aspects of the 

piece. Some ideas to include: 

  

1.) Why you like the piece 

2.) What you think it means 

3.) Why the artist created it 

  

You can also describe COLORS, SHAPES, TEXTURES, THE SUBJECT MATTER - 

basically I want you to practice looking deeply at art and learning to 

describe your thoughts in writing. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

6.) Your Vision: The Past -3/10-3/14 



 

If you could travel back in time, where would you go? What time 

period?The options are thrilling: the Age of the Dinosaurs, the Civil War 

era, ancient China or Africa, Gothic times (sound familiar?), the 1950’s or 

’60’s, and on and on.  Draw a scene of the past you want to visit. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

7.) Your Vision: The Future – 3/17-3/21 

 

We looked at the past - now it’s time to explore the future. How do you 

see our world 100 years from now? What about in 1,000 or even 1,000,000 

years? Let your imagine loose. Draw a scene of the future you find most 

interesting. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

8.) Translucent Object – 3/24-3/28 

 

This week we have a classic drawing challenge: drawing a translucent, or 

"see-through" subject. Translucent objects are challenging because they 

are made up entirely of reflected highlights and shadows but have no 

color of their own. Pick a drinking glass or the surface of water and draw 

from observation. No color is required. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

SKETCHBOOK CHECK 3/28! 

 

 

9.) FREE DRAW- 3/31-4/3 

 

This week is all up to you - just include COLOR in your drawing and fill most 

of your page. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

10.) Quote/Song/Lyric/Saying – 4/7-4/11 

 

Artwork is inspired by a very wide range of sources. Often visual art can be 



influenced by music or writing. It can also be inspired by politics or cultural 

changes (think of the monuments in Washington D.C.). Your assignment 

this week is to illustrate a famous quote, saying, or song lyric. Choose a 

quote, saying or song that you find interesting and that paints a picture in 

your mind. Draw out your idea. Be sure to write down the 

quote/saying/song lyric in your sketchbook! Color is not required. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

11.) Three Leaves – 4/14-4/17 

 

It’s springtime now and we are surrounded with new life. Nature is 

showcasing its amazing beauty and variety – SO, let’s dedicate this 

week’s sketchbook to this theme. I want you to make detailed pencil 

drawings of 3 different types of leaves. You can use photos if your having 

trouble finding leaves. All three can be drawn on the same page. Focus 

on sharp detail and shading. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

12.) Really LOOKING at the Eye – 4/28-5/2 

 

Drawings that have a strong focus on observing a specific object are 

called "studies". This week I want you to do a study of an eye. You should 

find a good photo of an eye or look into a mirror. Draw the eye (you can 

include eye lashes and eye lids). Like the "Super Zoom-In" project, take 

your time and focus on details like shadows, highlights, texture, etc. 

 

Do not just draw a circle with a dot in the middle!  

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

13.) Animal Combo – 5/5-5/9 

 

Animals are often a favorite subject for those who like to draw and paint. 

A more interesting subject, however, is creating new animals by using the 

parts of many real ones. We see examples of this throughout history - 

mythical Greek monsters, Gothic Gargoyles, "mermaid" hoaxes, and even 

mounted rabbits with antlers.  

 

Your assignment this week is to create a mythical animal using the parts of 



different animals. Pick at least three real animals (you can choose more) 

and mix up their parts into a new animal. No color is required. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

14.) Juxtaposition – 5/12-5/16 

 

This week's assignment explores the concept of juxtaposition. Juxtaposition 

means the direct comparison of very different things or ideas. When put 

together, these things or ideas create a dramatic or interesting effect. 

Think of a supermodel in a pigsty, a polar bear in a rainforest, or the 

Queen of England cleaning toilets. 

 

Your assignment is to make a drawing showing juxtaposition. The result 

should be exciting, unusual or humorous. Include COLOR. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

15.) FREE DRAW – 5/19-5/23 

 

This week is all up to you - just include COLOR in your drawing and fill most 

of your page. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

SKETCHBOOKS DUE 5/23! 
 


